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Reflections from the Principal...

Dear Friends and Families of
GASB School,

As | gaze upon our beautiful
advent wreath that adorns our
entrance way, | am reminded
of how blessed we all are to
have Guardian Angel 0o St.
Boniface School here in our
community. The traditions,
the customs, and the heritage

are alive within the walls of
this building. Each day the
evidence of educational
purpose in the spiritual life
and in the pursuit of quality
academics is abundant and
real at GASB. As we enter
into this Advent season, our
weeks will be filled with
preparations for the birth of
our Savior. We gather as a
school community for the
lighting of the advent wreath
to profess and reflect as
Catholics preparing for our
greatest gift that we receive
in Christds bi

For all your support this first
half of the school year, please
accept my deepest thanks
and appreciation. The
dedication of these two
parishes, community

Christmas Prayer

Moonless darkness stands be-
tween.

Past, the Past, no more be seen!
But the Bethlehem star may lead
me

To the sight of Him who freed me
From the self that | have been.
Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy;
Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert
lowly;

Now beginning , and always,
Now begin, on Christmas Day.

- Gerard Manley Hopkins

Christmas Novena

Hail, and blessed be the hour
and moment

At which the Son of God was
born

Of a most pure Virgin at a stable
At midnight in Bethlehem

In the piercing cold

At the hour vouchsafe, | be-
seech Thee,

To hear my prayers and grant
my desires (mention your re-
guest here.)

Through Jesus Christ and His
most blessed Mother.
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members,
parents, and
friends is
unsurpassed.
We will
continue to
build upon
our positive
spirit and
enthusiasm
as we enter
into this Christmas season.

Merry
Christmas,
Happy New

r, and God
Bless each of
you!

Lori Becker
Principal

Prayer to St. Nicholas

God, our Father, we pray that through
the intercession of St. Nicholas you will
protect our children. Keep them safe
from harm and help them grow and
become worthy in your sight.

Give them strength to keep their faith
in you; and to keep alive their joy in
your creation. Through Jesus Christ,
Our Lord.

Amen.
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From the 1st/2nd Grade Class...

It is that time of the year to give thanks. | am thankful for the fantastic year that we have been having here at GASB and
for the three young blessings | get to spend each day with! Here are some highlights from the First and Second Grade
classroom:

In social studies we have been looking at history and how people and places change over time. They get a kick out of

the different clothes and hairstyles of people I ong ago, &
kids made Halloween timelines depicting changes in themselves and the costumes they have worn over the years.
Who knows, perhaps in a decade or two some of those 0O0cost U

The students have been enjoying learning about a variety of saints and hearing classic Bible Stories in religion. They
appear to be surprised, yet impressed with the amount of ¢

The class has been experiencing service in a more intimate manner this year. They first discovered how it felt to help

out people in need through collecting food during our food
at St. Gall with music book and kneeler patrol after the Friday masses. Hopefully through these experiences, they will

continue to grow in service.

We ar l ooking forward to Christmas and | earning the words
t | Town of Bethl ehemo.

e
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Merry Christmas! - Mrs. Kristen Janowiak

=
C
Seasons Greetings from the 3 /4™ Grade! 4 b
holidays are finally herel The | o

I dm so excited that th
many fun events and itds so exciting to see t hé'anddf dradarse n e
are definitely full of the love and giving the holiday spirit brings. They had great fun going into the communities to

collect food for the Thanksgiving community baskets, and are excited to continue collecting for the Christmas baskets.

They will also begin the Diocesan Schoolsd6 100 Ways in 100
boxes in 100 days for the residents of Pioneer Square in Pullman. Additionally, they have been busy reading for the

Scholastic Classroom Cares Program. Through this program, the children record how many books they read on a

classroom chart. If they read 100 books, Scholastic will donate 100 books to children in need. This year, as an extra
promotion for the program, Scholastic teamed up with the N
were reading on Team Payton or Team Eli. The 3 " and 4" graders picked team Eli!

e
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In addition to keeping the holiday spirit of giving, these children have been extremely busy in the classroom. They

have been working very hard in math, the third graders just finished multiple -digit addition and subtraction and the

fourth graders have been taking on multiplication and division. Next, both grades will focus on time, data, and graphs.

Wedb6re also finishing up fictional stories and beginning to

in English. For SS, wedr e i n -tedrréng abbudtdel geography, econamy,iand histary t h e

of the region. Next, weoll begin focusing on Matter in sc

Religion is always fun during this time of the year. We 06 |
our classroom Jesse Tree. Father Ed will also be visiting our classroom to discuss the Sacrament of

Reconciliation, and wedll take part in the Sacr ame
discussions will be centered around advent and Christmas like our weekly advent wreath

celebrations, learning about St. Nicholas, and finding out the true meanings of many traditional

1 Christmas symbols like the candy cane, Christmas tree, and the song  The 12 Days of Christmas

Pat
£

We will be so busy that the holidays are sure to fly right by. We hope that all the joys of the season
fill your heart! Best wishes for a very happy holiday from all of us inthe 3 ™ and 4™ grade!

God Bless!
Mrs. Kim Marquardt
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From the 5/6 grade...

I candt believe it is December already.
We enjoyed collecting food for the local food banks both in Colton and Uniontown. Our
class helped sort the food into baskets right before Thanksgiving. Helping with this
project helps us to understand the needs that are all around us. In Social Studies we
visited our neighbor to the north 8 Canada. We were amazed at the many differences in
government between Canada and the United States. During the month of December we
will be researching Mexico and the surrounding areas. In Science we took a look at our
Solar System & as we learned about the planets and other heavenly bodies, we created
our own solar system in the classroom. The students prepared a presentation on a
planet that was shared by the whole school. We have read about many Old Testament
people &the second half of the year will focus on the New Testament and the gospel
readings. During the month of December we will be sharing many Advent activities,
beginning with the lighting of our advent wreath.

Blessings on your winter months! - Lori Becker

The holidays are upon us and the fifth and sixth grade class is ready! The class set a goal

to read 20 books (over 100 pages) by Thanksgiving and we have already far exceeded that goal. In English we are
just beginning a unit on verbs that is sure to have us demonstrating all sorts of actions to each other. Literature this
quarter is helping us make the connection between the written word and reaching out to others. Fractions, fractions,
fractions will be swimming in the dreams of our class members during the next few weeks in math. Enjoy this holi-
day season and travel safely! ~Ms. Audrey Bell

From the 7th/8th Grade...

November was 'Expression of Opinion' month in our English/Literature block. Students wrote essays which either
defended or argued against the actions of the main character in The Red Badge of Courage. = We also analyzed the
poem 'Desiderata’ (Latin for 'Things to be Desired in Life') and class members created  individual 'Desiderata’ pieces.
Excerpts from their writings include:

*  "Keep your heart healthy and your ears open.  You never know who will need your help, or want it."
* "If you start anything like sports or college, don't quit. It will give you nothing to do."
*  "Buy a car for how it runs, not how it looks because it might not run.”

*  "You shouldn't get discouraged by people when they try to help and you get mad. When someone tries to help
you, go with it. They're just trying to make you feel better.”

They came up with some pretty worldly advice for being 12, 13, or 14 years old!

Our Social Studies unit has us on the Oregon Trall in a 'Pioneers'
simulation unit. Three competing wagon trains are racing to the
Pacific Northwest. Students are having to face the same decisions that
1830s settlers did on their westward treks. They earn 'mileage’
(points for their lessons) based on the choices they make, how  well
they explain their reasoning, and teamwork.

Have a great holiday season!

- Pat Doumit



